
Connections 
 
In principle, the connections between us allow a group of us to make better 
decisions than any one of us could on our own. The connections between things 
have actual value and this is why the total value of things connected is often 
greater than the sum of the parts. New energy can be created, or unlocked, just 
by virtue of things being connected. 
 
The concept is called synergy and it is at work behind the scenes wherever new 
things are created: new ideas, new plants and creatures, new decisions about our 
future. 
 
It’s good to have stuff like buildings, roads and accessories but it’s the stuff 
between the stuff that dramatically adds true value; our connections with each 
other. 
 
Practical Tip: Focus on the relationships rather than on the material gains and 
losses. Buildings, roads and accessories are important but to make good decisions 
for our future we also need trust, predictable roles and shared values; the stuff of 
relationships.  
 
Don’t burn bridges. Try not to even damage them. Better yet, maintain and 
strengthen them. I once heard a transportation commissioner say that any road is 
only as good as its worst bridge. 

 
Group Decision Tips are written by Craig Freshley and distributed by e-mail to subscribers at no charge about every two 
weeks. Please visit www.GoodGroupDecisions.com to subscribe to the Tips and for a complete archive of all previously 
published Group Decision Tips. You can comment on any Tip and view comments of others. At the website you can also 
find useful handouts, links, and information about workshops. Group Decision Tips (tm) is the brand name for a specific 
set of beliefs and practices that help groups create new benefits and move toward peace in an efficient manner. 

Providing Group Decision Tips to others in any format is strictly prohibited for commercial purposes and/or for any type of 
compensation but free distribution for non-commercial purposes is encouraged in this format with proper credit to Craig 
Freshley. 

 

 

 
Helping groups make good decisions® and Good Group Decisions® are trademarks. Copyright 

©.2010 All rights reserved.  

Good Group Decisions, Inc.
98 Maine Street, Brunswick, ME 04011 

Phone: 207-729-5607 

craig@goodgroupdecisions.com 
www.GoodGroupDecisions.com 

Fax: 207-725-8710 


